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U.  K.  LIBERALIZES 
SOME  FRUIT  ITEMS 

The  United  Kingdom  announced  on  November  h  the  removal  of 
import  restrictions,  effective  November  9,  on  fresh  citrus 
fruits  other  than  grapefruit,  on  dried  fruits,  and  on  fruit 
juices  other  than  grapefruit  and  orange  juices. 

Existing  import  quotas  on  other  fruit  commodities  remain 
in  effect. 
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MEXICO  EXPECTS  LARGER  TOBACCO 
HARVEST  IN  i960 

Tobacco  acreages  planted  in  Mexico  in  late  1959  (for  i960  harvest)  are 
expected  to  be  larger  than  last  year's  plantings.    With  average  growing  con- 
ditions, the  crop  should  be  about  one -third  larger  than  the  1959  harvest, 
which  was  much  smaller  than  normal. 

Total  production  of  all  kinds  of  leaf  in  1959  was  65.5  million  pounds, 
compared  with  8l.3  million  in  1958 •    Heavy  rains  and  flooding,  particularly 
in  the  important  light  tobacco -producing  State  of  Nayarit,  cut  down  the  har- 
vest of  light  leaf.    In  Veracruz,  both  early-season  drought  and  later,  ex- 
cessive rains  held  yields  of  dark  leaf  below  normal. 


DUTCH  TOBACCO  IMPORTS 
UP  SLIGHTLY 


Gross  imports  (direct  and  withdrawals  from  bond)  of  tobacco  into  the 
Netherlands  totaled  36.9  million  pounds  in  the  first  half  of  1959,  compared 
with  36.6  million  during  January- June  1958. 

Imports  from  the  United  States,  at  10.8  million,  were  6  percent  below 
those  for  January- June  1958.    The  U.S.  share  in  Dutch  imports  for  the  first 
half  of  1959  was  29.3  percent,  compared  with  31.3  percent  for  the  comparable 
period  of  1958,  and  36.3  percent  for  January-June  1957.    Substantial  gains  were 
recorded  this  year  in  imports  from  India  and  the  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and 
Nyasaland— both  of  which  compete  strongly  with  the  United  States  in  world  trade, 

TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:    Netherlands,  gross  imports  by  country 
 .  of  origin,  January-June  1957-59 


Country  of  origin 


January- June 

:  1957 

;  1958 

;  1959 

: 1,000  pounds 

: 1,000  pounds 

: 1,000  pounds 

:     12, 601 
:  K191 
:       3,858  « 
:  287 
:       2,3^5  : 

k,k8k  ! 

:       1,091  ; 
:  227 
:           82  : 
:       1,653  ! 
:       1,^35  : 
:       2,k6o  : 

!  11,^57 

:  ^,705 

:  k,l62 

:  1,016 
1,01k  : 
^,317  : 
1^93  : 
254  : 

:  132 

2,165  : 
1,605  : 
4,320  : 

:  10,816 
:  5,071 
:  ^,319 
:  430 

:  765 
:  5,560 
1,993 
75 

;  238 
1,808 
1,407 
4,441 

:      3^,71^  : 

36,640  : 

36,923 

United  States  :  12,601 

Indonesia  

Brazil  ,  

Greece.  

Turkey  

Rhodesias-Nyasaland  

India.  

Philippines  

Canada  

Italy  

Cuba  ,  

Other  

Total  


Maandstatistiek  van  de  in-,  uit-en  doorvoer  per  goederen  soort,  June  1959. 
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TURKEY'S  TOBACCO  EXPORTS 
BELOW  LAST  YEAR'S 

Turkey  shipped  out  IO6.9  million  pounds  of  tobacco  in  the  first  half 
of  1959 — 1^.5  percent  below  the  125.1  million  moved  in  January-June  1958. 

Most  of  the  drop  was  in  exports  to  the  Soviet  Union  and  "Bloc"  coun- 
tries in  Eastern  Europe.    The  total  for  these  countries  in  the  first  6 
months  of  1959  "was  27. 1  million  pounds,  compared  with  ¥+.9  million  for 
January- June  195$ • 

West  Germany  also  took  much  less  Turkish  tobacco  this  year--10.2 
million,  compared  with  15. 3  million  last  year.    Shipments  to  the  United 
States  were  5  million  pounds  larger  than  for  the  first  6  months  of  1958. 

TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:    Turkey,  exports  by  countries 
of  destination,  January-June  1957-59 


January -June 

Destination  *  


:  1957 

1958 

1959 

1,000 

:  pounds 

•  4 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 

pounds 

1+3,271  : 
15,3^5 
12,733 
9,006  " 

U8,28l 
10,21+9 
6,221 
7,983 

• 

8,61+2  : 
10,921 

3,55^ 
5,806 

8,600 
2,101 
2,202 
2,970 

• 

2,988 
:  3,020 

1,021 
:  1,1+22 

2,09l+ 
:  1,896 

:  ll 
:  95 

:  1,102 

•  1,099 
:  1,027 
1+.136 

i  i 

•  1,790 

:  12.1+67 

:    125. oq^ 

:  106,9^9 

1/  If  any,  included  in  others. 


Tobacco  Intelligence,  Lo ndo n . 
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FLUE -CURED  MARKETINGS  INCREASE 
IN  RHODESI AS -NYASALAND 

Sales  of  1959-crop  tobaccos  in  the  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland 
have  been  completed.    Marketings  of  all  kinds  of  leaf  totaled  about  230  mil- 
lion pounds,  compared  with  193  million  for  1958.    Flue-cured  sales  were  195 
million  pounds  in  1959,  compared  with  156  million  a  year  ago— a  rise  of  25 
percent.    Prices  for  flue -cured  this  season  averaged  the  equivalent  of  kO.O 
U.S.  cents,  against  ^2.2  cents  in  1958. 

Fire -cured  sales  this  year  totaled  26.3  million  pounds— down  Ik  per- 
cent from  30.7  million  last  year.    Fire-cured  prices  this  season  also  showed 
a  sharp  drop,  averaging  13.4  cents  per  pound,  in  contrast  to  18.3  cents  for 
the  Federation's  1958  crop. 


TOBACCO:    Sales  and  average  prices  received  in  the  Federation  of 
Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  for  crops  of  I958  and  1959 


Kind  of  tobacco 

1958  crop 

I               1959  crop 

'  Quantity 
!  sold 

>  Average  price 
:  per  pound  1/ 

•  Quantity 
'  sold 

•  Average  price 
'  per  pound  l/ 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

155,971  : 
30,7^1  : 
3,783  : 
2,501  : 

:    U.S.  cents 

^2.2  < 
18.3  : 
26.5  ; 
29.2 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

195,190  : 
26,323  : 
3,321  ! 
5,55^  : 

U.S.  cents 

Uo.o 

13** 
26.2 
27.2 

Total  2/   \ 

192,996 

37.9  : 

230,388  \ 

36.5 

1/  Converted  at  LI  equals  $2.80 

2/  Does  not  include  Turkish. 


Reports  of  High  Commissioner  for  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  (London). 

U.  S.  BEAN  EXPORTS  REACH 
NEW  HIGH  IN  1958-59 

U.  S.  exports  of  dry  edible  beans  for  the  marketing  year  ended  August  31 
were  a  record  3.9  million  bags— double  last  season1  s  2  million  bags.  The 
previous  record,  in  1952-53,  was  3.3  million  bags. 

Ninety-six  percent  of  total  U.  S.  bean  exports  this  year  went  to  Latin 
America  and  Europe,  and  80  percent  went  to  three  countries:    Mexico,  Cuba, 
and  the  United  Kingdom. 
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CANADIAN  FIRM  TO  MAKE 
POTATO  FLAKES 

A  Canadian  firm  has  purchased  exclusive  Canadian  rights  to  use  of  the 
patent  on  potato  flakes.    The  manufacturing  process  was  developed  at  the 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture's  Eastern  Regional  Research  Laboratory  and 
is  free  to  anyone  in  the  United  States.    However,  the  inventors  have  the 
right  to  sell  parent  rights  in  foreign  countries. 

The  Canadians  are  completing  a  million-dollar  plant  with  65,000  square 
feet  of  space.    It  is  located  at  Aliston,  near  Toronto. 

GREECE  TO  PROMOTE  FRUIT 
AND  VEGETABLE  EXPORTS 

The  Greek  Government  has  announced  a  program  to  improve  the  quality  and 
marketing  timeliness  of  Greek  fresh  fruit  and  vegetables .    The  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  will  shortly  present  a  hill  to  Parliament  to  provide  that  fresh 
fruit  and  vegetables  conform  to  foreign  market  preferences. 

The  government  also  has  decided  to  purchase  equipment  for  sorting, 
processing,  preserving,  and  transporting  fruit  and  vegetables  to  foreign  mar- 
kets.   Some  steps  in  this  direction  already  have  been  taken* 

Cold  storage  plants  are  being  built  in  key  producing  areas.    The  first 
two  of  these  plants,  located  in  northern  Greece,  are  scheduled  to  be  in 
operation  by  mid-1960. 

The  government  has  made  80  million  drachmas  (almost  $2.7  million)  availa- 
ble to  buy  300  refrigerated  railroad  cars.    The  order  is  to  be  placed  soon. 
Two  large  processing  plants  are  to  be  set  up.    The  contract  for  the  required 
mechanical  equipment  has  already  been  awarded,  and  the  feasibility  of  addi- 
tional plants  is  being  studied. 

For  better  use  of  surplus  fruit,  a  large  juice -extracting  plant  will  soon 
be  built.    A  contract  has  been  signed  for  purchase  of  mechanical  equipment 
for  a  second  such  plant.    A  can-making  plant  is  to  be  built  at  Salonika. 

An  export  agency  operated  jointly  by  the  Agricultural  Bank  and  Agricul- 
tural Cooperatives,  but  operating  independently  of  individual  exporters  will 
be  established.    This  agency  will  undertake  systematic  marketing  of  fresh 
fruit  and  vegetables  in  foreign  markets. 

SYRIA  RESTRICTS  SEMOLINA  EXPORTS 

The  Syrian  region  of  the  United  Arab  Republic  has  probited  exportation 
of  semolina  unless  twice  as  much  wheat  is  imported  within  3  months  of  the 
date  of  the  semolina  export  license.    All  semolina  exports  must  be  licensed. 
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FRANCE  HAS  RECORD  HOPS  HARVEST 

The  1959  hops  crop  in  France  is  estimated  at  2,475  metric  tons  (5.5  million 
pounds),  an  alltime  record.    Production  in  1958  totaled  2,240  tons  (4.9  million 
pounds) .    The  increase  is  attributed  entirely  to  favorable  weather  during  the 
summer  and  a  resulting  record  yield  of  17.4  quintals  (3,836  pounds)  per  hectare 
(2.471  acres).    The  area  harvested  totaled    3,509  acres,  compared  with  3,534 
acres  in  1958.    The  crop  is  reported  to  be  of  good  quality. 

Prices  for  the  1959  crop  are  currently  expected  to  range  between  690  and 
800  francs  ($1.4l  to  $1.63  at  490.38  francs  to  the  U.S.  dollar)  per  kilo  (2.2046 
pounds),  depending  on  size  and  quality.    But  premium- quality  hops  may  bring  as 
much  as  1,000  francs  ($2.04)  per  kilo.    The  price  of  French  hops  is  determined 
largely  by  the  price  in  West  Germany.    The  German  price  plus  the  French  import 
duty  and  transportation  constitutes  a  floor  for  French  hops. 

Imports  in  1959-60  are  not  expected  to  exceed  the  1,200  tons  imported  in 
1958-59.    Even  though  French  hops  production  has  steadily  increased  in  recent 
years,  imports  have  been  necessary  in  order  to  supply  French  brewery  needs  both 
as  to  quantity  and  quality.    Over  half  of  the  imports  have  been  from  Germany,  and 
the  balance  mainly  from  Czechoslovakia,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  Belgium;  only 
small  quantities,  mostly  low-grade  hops,  are  exported,  mainly  to  Algeria  and 
Viet  Nam.    Because  of  the  good  quality  of  this  year's  crop,  exports  in  1959-60 
will  probably  be  lower  than  they  have  been  in  many  years. 

French  beer  production  in  1959  will  probably  reach  19.32  million  hectoliters 
(51.0  million  gallons).    Consumption  is  forecast  at  18.6  million  hectoliters 
(49.I  million),  an  increase  of  10  percent  over  1958  sales.    Per  capita  consumption 
has  risen  sharply  since  1956,  when  it  was  estimated  at  28  liters  (l  liter  =  1.06 
quarts).    It  will  probably  exceed  42  liters  in  1959»    The  brewers*  association 
estimates  that  about  197  grams  of  hops  are  used  per  hectoliter  (2.64  gallons)  of 
beer,  but  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  places  utilization  at  170  to  180  grams. 


HOPS:    France,  supply  and  distribution,  1957-58  through  1959-60 


Item                            ;  1957-58 

• 

1958-59 

;  1959-60 

:  Metric  tons  : 

•  « 
• 

Metric  tons 

:  34o 
1,226 

2.240 

Metric  tons 

y  236 

:  1,200 
2,475 

•  « 

3,806 

3,9H 

3,245 

!  325 
236 

3,250 
:  160 
501 

•  1 

•  « 

3.806  : 

3.911 

1/  Estimated  brewery  stocks. 
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MOROCCO  CHANGES  ITS  CURRENCY 

On  October  17,  1959>  Morocco  devalued  its  currency  and  introduced  a  new- 
currency  unit.    The  new  monetary  unit,  the  derham,  is  equal  to  100  Moroccan 
francs  and  will  have  a  par  value  of  5.060^9  derhams  per  U.  S.  dollar.  The 
Moroccan  franc  is  still  in  use  and  its  equivalent  value  would  he  560.0J+9 
francs  per  dollar.    The  change  represents  a  17 -percent  devaluation  from  the 
previous  official  rate  of  ^20  Moroccan  francs  to  the  U.  S.  dollar. 

The  devaluation  was  accompanied  by  the  elimination  of  a  10-percent  ex- 
change tax  introduced  in  January  1959  on  transfers  to  France  and  other  franc 
area  countries,  and  by  some  relazation  of  certain  restrictions  on  current 
payments.    Morocco  also  entered  into  a  1-year,  $25-million  standby  arrange- 
ment with  the  International  Monetary  Fund. 

JAPAN  ADOPTING  WHEAT  AND  BARLEY 
PRODUCTION  PROGRAM 

A  Japanese  Government  program  to  raise  the  quality  and  quantity  of 
wheat  and  barley  production  will  be  inaugurated  in  the  i960  season  and  will 
continue  until  1970*    Success  of  the  program  would  mean  that  Japan  would  need 
to  import  only  hard  wheat,  which  it  is  unable  to  produce. 

Major  objectives  of  the  program  are  to  boost  production  of  soft  wheat 
to  a  maximum  by  increasing  mechanization,  and  to  improve  wheat  quality  by 
developing  letter  varieties.    The  increased  mechanization  is  expected  to 
reduce  production  costs  by  20  percent. 

About  900  farming  communities  throughout  the  country  will  be  designated^ 
as  "Mechanization  Pilot  Farms."    The  government  will  subsidize  purchases  of 
machines  and  tools  for  the  pilot  farms  during  the  program's  first  2  years. 
Thereafter,  mechanization  on  a  national  scale  will  be  encouraged  by  aiding 
farmers  in  financing  their  purchases. 

Each  prefectural  government  is  to  establish  a  "Wheat  Farming  Improve- 
ment Council"  and  to  conduct  research  and  experimentation  to  improve  quantity 
and  quality  of  wheat  in  the  local  producing  areas.    Work  of  these  councils 
will  also  include  development  of  high -yielding  varieties  of  barley  and  naked 
barley,  with  special  emphasis  on  barley  for  livestock  feed. 

The  principal  factors  prompting  the  new  program  are:     (l)  quality  of 
Japanese  wheat  and  barley  is  not  comparable  to  that  imported;  (2)  demand 
for  homegrown  wheat  has  remained  low  despite  an  overall  increase  in  consump- 
tion of  wheat  products;  (3)  since  the  1956  crop  year  the  Japanese  Government 
has  been  compelled  to  sell  homegrown  wheat  and  barley  below  its  support  price 
at  an  average  loss  of  8  billion  yen  ($22  million  at  360  yen  to  the  U.S.  dollar) 
per  annum;  and  (k)  production  costs  for  indigenous  wheat  and  barley  is  about 
20  percent  higher  than  the  prices  paid  for  imported  grains. 
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CZECHS  EXPECT    LARGER  HOPS  CROP 

Although  no  official  estimate  has  yet  been  made,  trade  sources  believe  that 
the  1959  hops  crop  in  Czechoslovakia  will  exceed  the  7,000  metric  tons  (15,^32,000 
pounds)  produced  last  year,  because  of  new  plantings  which  have  come  into  full 
bearing.    Harvesting  began  in  mid-August.    As  is  customary,  thousands  of  people 
from  urban  areas  were  moved  by  bus  to  the  hops  fields  to  harvest  the  crop. 

CUBAN  IMPORTS  OF  HOPS  EXPECTED  TO 
CONTINUE  AT  LAST  SEASON1 S  LEVEL 

Cuban  imports  of  hops  during  1959-60  (September-August)  are  expected  to  amount 
to  about  180  metric  tons  (397,000  pounds),  approximately  the  same  as  last  season. 
All  imports  in  recent  years  have  been  from  the  United  States,  mostly  between 
December  and  February.    Imports  are  expected  to  begin  a  little  earlier  this  season. 

Since  Cuba  does  not  grow  hops,  breweries  import  all  their  requirements.  Hops 
consumption  in  1959-60  is  expected  to  total  180  metric  tons,  compared  with  175 
tons  in  1958-59  and  129  tons  in  1957-58.    The  sharp  increase  in  1958-59  reflects 
the  increase  in  beer  consumption  as  a  result  of  larger  consumer  incomes  and  re- 
duced costs  for  rents  and  public  services. 

The  estimate  of  1959-60  imports  is  based  on  the  beer  production  capacity  of 
the  breweries.    There  are  5  breweries  in  Cuba,  owned  and  operated  by  3  companies. 
A  new  brewery,  Cervecera  de  las  Antillas,  S.A.,  now  under  construction,  is 
scheduled  for  completion  by  the  end  of  1959-60.    If  it  begins  to  acquire  stocks 
of  hops  before  then,  the  estimate  for  imports  would  have  to  be  revised  upwards. 

Beer  production  in  the  5  established  breweries  is  expected  to  be  up  slightly 
in  1959-60.    Prices  paid  for  U.S.  hops  during  the  1958-59  marketing  season 
averaged  $1.3^  per  pound  delivered  to  breweries. 


HOPS:    Cuban  supply  and  distribution,  1957-58  through  1959-60 


Item                              ;  1957-58  1/ 

;  1958-59  2/ 

;  1959-60  3/ 

:  Metric  tons 

« 
• 

:  Metric  tons 

:  51 
:  179 
0 

:  Metric  tons 

:  55 
:  180 
0 

• 

230 

:  235 

175 
0  : 

55  : 

180 

0 
55 

230 

!  2^5 

l/  Revised.     2/  Subject  to  revision.     3/  Preliminary  forecast. 
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U.S.S.R.  PLANS  TO  BECOME  WORLD'S 
LARGEST  SHEEP  PRODUCER 

The  U.S.S.R.  plans  to  increase  its  sheep  numbers  by  69  million 
head  to  a  total  of  200  million  by  19^5;  according  to  P.  Y.  Yesaulou, 
Chief  Inspector  of  Sheep  Breeding  of  the  U.S.S.R.    With  an  increase 
of  this  magnitude,  the  U.S.S.R.  would  probably  top  Australia  as  the 
world's  largest  producer. 

Mr.  Yesaulou  heads  a  delegation  of  5  sheep  and  wool  specialists 
who  have  been  studying  the  sheep  situation  in  Australia.  That 
country  resumed  diplomatic  relations  with  the  U.S.S^R.  in  March  1959 
after  a  breach  of  several  years. 

Australia  had  153  million  sheep  in  March  1959--nearly  5  times 
more  than  the  United  States.    On  January  1,  1959;  "the  U.S.  total 
was  estimated  at  32,6^,000  head,  not  including  a  few  thousand  in 
Alaska  and  Hawaii. 


CANADA  TO  SUPPORT  HOG  PRICES 
BY  PRODUCER  PAYMENTS 

The  direct  payment  plan  for  price  support  of  hogs  in  Canada 
will  go  into  effect  January  11,  i960,  replacing  the  present  method 
of  support  through  purchases  of  pork,  according  to  an  October  21 
announcement  of  the  Canadian  Minister  of  Agriculture. 

The  Minister  had  previously  announced  (October  15)  that  no 
subsidized  pork  would  enter  the  United  States  as  a  result  of  the 
change  in  the  price -support  method.    Under  direct  payments,  market 
prices  of  hogs  and  pork  in  Canada  will  fall  to  their  normal  free- 
market  level.    Canadian  officials  are  now  developing  a  method  of 
preventing  excessive  shipments  to  the  United  States. 

For  the  year  beginning  January  11,  i960,  support  payments  will 
be  the  amount  by  which  the  national  average  market  price  falls  below 
the  equivalent  average  support  price  (basis  $23.65  per  100  pounds 
Grade  A  carcasses,  Toronto).    Payments  will  be  limited  to  "registered" 
hog  producers  and  to  total  marketings  of  100  head  of  Grade  A  and  B 
hogs  by  each  farmer  each  year.    Eligibility  will  be  restricted  to 
"bona  fide  farmers  exclusive  of  commercial  organizations."  Producers 
must  market  hogs  through  federally  inspected  and  approved  grading 
establishments . 

Hog  slaughter  this  year  in  Canada  is  expected  to  total  56  per- 
cent more  than  in  1957.    However,  lower  hog  prices  and  uncertainties 
about  future  prices  have  caused  smaller  farrowings.    Hog  slaughter 
in  i960  is  expected  to  decline  7  percent. 
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COLOMBIA  TO  BUY  SHEEP 
IN  U.S.  AND  BRITAIN 

The  Government  of  Colombia  has  completed  arrangements  to  buy  1,200 
head  of  Romney  Marsh  sheep  in  Britain--100  purebred  rams,  100  purebred  ewes, 
and  1,000  other  high-quality  ewes.    These  animals  should  arrive  in  Colombia 
by  boat  in  late  November. 

The  government  also    will  purchase    3,000  head  of  sheep  and  a  number 

of  Angora  goats  from  the  United  States.    These  sheep  will  be  Romney  Marsh, 

Corriedale,  and  Rambouillet  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  October  12, 
1959) • 


CANADIAN  HOG  NUMBERS 
EXPANSION  SLACKENS 

Hogs  on  Canadian  farms  (excluding  Newfoundland)  on  September  1  were 
estimated  at  7,055,000,  up  3  percent  from  a  year  earlier,  and  also  3  per- 
cent greater  than  peacetime  record  numbers  of  June  1,  1959* 

Hogs  under  6  months  old  numbered  5,575  and  those  6  months  old  or  over 
totaled  1,U80.    Comparable  figures  on  September  1,  1958,  were  5,^72  and 
1,377. 

However,  the  rate  of  increase  has  slowed,  and  summer  farrowings  (June 
1  to  August  31) ,  at  312,000,  were  7  percent  below  the  33^,000  head  a  year 
ago.    Fall  farrowings  (September  1  to  November  30)  are  expected  to  be 
308, 000 --about  1  percent  above  1958.    This  would  put  June-November  farrow- 
ings at  620,500,  3  percent  less  than  June-November  1958  farrowings  of 
6i+0,000.    This  drop  in  farrowings  is  the  first  indication  that  the  expan- 
sion phase  of  the  Canadian  hog  cycle  has  passed. 

Although  19-percent  increase  in  hog  marketings  for  October-December 
1959  is  expected,  a  drop  of  about  lh  percent  is  foreseen  for  April -September 
I960. 


HOGS:     Canada,  forecasts  of  marketings,  1958,  1959,  and 
January-September  i960 


Quarter 

:  1958 

1  1959 

Forecast 
i960 

Percent  change 
1959  to  i960 

:  Thou. 

,  Thou. 

Thou. 

22V? 

2lU3)3928 
:  1785)^ 
:  2k23  1/ 

;  2200 
•     3368  ) 
1  } 

:  -2 
1  -Ik 
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PANAMA  INCREASING  COFFEE  ACREAGE 

Coffee  acreage  has  been  increasing  in  Panama  and  about  18,000,000  trees 
are  expected  to  be  in  production  during  the  1959-60  season. 

A  record  crop  of  70,000  bags  (132.276  pounds  each)  is  expected  for  1959- 
60,  but  over  half  of  the  crop  is  lowland  coffee  which  is  not  authorized  for 
price  support  or  for  export.    Any  further  area  expansion  will  probably  depend 
on  world  coffee  prices;  however,  yields  may  be  higher  as  management  improves 
and  newly  planted  trees  come  into  bearing. 

COLOMBIAN  COFFEE  EXPORTS 
AT  NEW  HIGH 

Colombia  exported  a  record  volume  of  coffee  during  the  1958-59  market- 
ing year  (October-September).    Recorded  exports  during  1958-59  amounted  to 
6,^32,^93  bags  (132.276  pounds  each),  compared  with  5,298,000  bags  in  1957-58. 
In  addition  to  recorded  exports,  an  estimated  200,000  bags  were  exported 
clandestinely.    Stocks  of  coffee  in  storage  in  Colombia  at  the  end  of  1958-59 
(September  30)  are  estimated  at  ^.5  million  bags. 

The  Coffee  Federation  has  been  developing  plans  for  growing  coffee  with- 
out shade  to  increase  yields  per  acre.    Also  a  program  of  substituting  other 
crops  for  coffee  on  marginal  land  is  receiving  emphasis.    Funds  have  been 
appropriated  to  carry  out  these  programs  along  with  other  social  and  economic 
measures  for  the  benefit  of  coffee  growers. 

U.  S.  EXPORTS  OF  POULTRY  MEAT 
CONTINUE  AT  RECORD  LEVEL 

U.  S.  exports  of  frozen  chicken  meat  during  the  first  8  months  of  1959 
totaled  6l.3  million  pounds,  compared  with  18.1  million  pounds  in  the  same 
period  of  1958.    Exports  of  broilers  and  fryers  increased  309  percent  to 
k6.k  million  pounds. 

Shipments  to  West  Germany  totaled  22.1  million  pounds  in  January -August 
1959,  compared  with  1.5  million  in  the  comparable  period  of  1958.  Switzer- 
land, the  leading  importer  in  1958,  took  10. k  million  pounds  in  the  first  8 
months  of  1959*    Honk  Kong  became  a  major  buyer  of  poultry  meat  this  year 
as  shipments  to  that  market  rose  to  6.7  million  pounds  through  August--over 
6  times  the  comparable  1958  shipments. 

U.  S.  shell  egg  exports  for  January-August  were  10. 3  million  dozen, 
down  33  percent  from  a  year  earlier.    However,  exports  of  hatching  eggs  were 
up  l^t-  percent  to  5  million  dozen. 

Due  to  extensive  shipments  in  the  first  quarter  of  1959>  exports  of 
egg  solids  (dried  eggs)  totaled  3.8  million  pounds  in  the  first  8  months 
of  the  year.    In  the  same  period  of  1958,  egg  solid  exports  were  negligible. 
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POULTRY  AND 

EGGS:    U.  S.  exports,  January-August 
1958  and  1959 

Commodity 

•  T  In  -J  t  ' 

•  t 

l  Q58  ' 

1 Q5Q  ' 

1959  change 
:  from  1958 

«  1 
•  i 

• 
• 

Thousand  \ 

Thousand  • 

Percent 

Live  poultry: 

•  < 

:  9,178 

:  9,750 

+6 

3,012 

4,276 

+42 

Chickens,  fresh  and  frozen; 

11,344 

46, 448  • 

ill  Aiq 

+309 
+1  ?0 

«  * 

18 , 091 

6l , 26l 

+2^9 

Other  poultry  and  game, 
frpsh  and  fTOZPn* 

• 

i,m 
3,617 

3,381 

3,411 

:  +134 
-6 

5,061 

6,792 

+3^ 

2,063 

3,252 

+58 

Eggs  in  the  shell: 

• 

^,362 
•  10,999 

:  4,972 
5,377 

:  +14 
-51 

15,361 

:  10,3^9 

-33 

357 

!  3,8il 

+968 

304 

327 

+8 

WEST  GERMANY  OPENS  APPLE 
AND  PEAR  IMPORTS 

West  Germany  has  published  an  import  tender  for  apples  and  pears  from  the 
United  States  and  Canada.    As  is  usual,  the  value  limit  of  the  tender  was  not 
announced. 

Applications  for  import  licenses  will  be  accepted  from  October  27,  and 
customs  clearance  deadline  is  June  15,  i960.  The  apple  tender,  however,  is 
subject  to  withdrawal  before  March  15,  i960. 
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TURKISH  FILBERT  ESTIMATE 
REVISED  UPWARD 

The  1959  Turkish  filbert  crop  is  now  estimated  at  77>000  short  tons, 
unshelled.    This  is  materially  above  earlier  estimates  but  still  well  below 
the  1952-56  average  of  90,900  tons,  and  the  I958  crop  of  110,000  tons. 

Stocks  carried  into  the  1959-60  season  were  also  modest.    These  are  esti- 
mated at  9^000  short  tons,  unshelled,  as  of  September  1,  1959--ahout  half  of 
the  volume  carried  into  1958-59.    However,  of  the  9>000  tons,  only  3>500  tons 
were  in  exportable  position;  5>500  tons  were  in  the  hands  of  merchants  who 
normally  sell  to  domestic  buyers.    Exports  in  1958-59  totaled  98; 000  tons, 
unshelled  equivalent  (virtually  all  Turkish  exports  are  in  the  form  of  kernels). 

Export  prices  have  steadied  at  about  38  "to  39  cents  per  pound,  shelled, 
f.o.b.  Turkish  port,  following  the  sharp  decline  (from  hh.5  cents)  set  off  by 
the  devaluation  of  the  exchange  rate  for  filberts — from  5»6  lira  to  9*0  lira 
per  dollar  on  August  15,  1959* 

TURKISH  WALNUT  PACK  UP 

The  1959  commercial  walnut  pack  in  Turkey  is  forecast  at  7^000  short  tons, 
unshelled  basis.    Last  year's  pack  was  6,000  tons,  and  average  production 
(1952-56)  is  5 j 500  tons.    The  total  Turkish  walnut  crop  is  estimated  at  66,000 
tons  for  1959  and  60,000  tons,  unshelled,  for  1958.    Exports  in  1958-59  amounted 
to  2,U00  tons,  in-shell  equivalent,  entirely  as  kernels. 

U.S.  WHEAT  AND  FLOUR  EXPORTS 
REMAIN  HIGHER  THAN  LAST  YEAR 

U.S.  wheat  and  flour  exports  during  the  first  quarter  (July-September)  of 
1959-60  totaled  106  million  bushels,  about  10  percent  above  those  in  the  first 
quarter  of  1958-59*    Wheat  exports  were  87  million  bushels  and  flour  exports 
were  19  million,  compared  with  8l  and  15  million  bushels,  respectively,  last 
season. 

Wheat  exports  to  Brazil  during  July-September  1959  were  almost  twice  as 
large  as  those  in  the  same  period  of  1958.    Other  countries  taking  more  than 
last  year  were  Venezuela,  West  Germany,  Israel,  Pakistan,  and  Nationalist 
China  (Taiwan) .    In  contrast,  less  wheat  went  to  Belgium -Luxembourg,  the  United 
Kingdom,  Poland,  Yugoslavia,  Japan,  and  Korea. 

Flour  exports  to  Ceylon,  Italy,  and  Lebanon  were  h,k  million  bushels  (grain 
equivalent)  larger  than  July-September  1958  exports.    More  flour  also  went  to 
Colombia,  Poland,  and  Yugoslavia.    On  the  other  hand,  smaller  shipments  went  to 
the  Philippines,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  Venezuela. 

Preliminary  indications  are  that  total  wheat  and  flour  exports  during 
July -October  1959  will  be  only  slightly  above  the  13^+.^  million  bushels  exported 
during  the  first  k  months  of  1958-59* 
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WHEAT  AND  FLOUR:    U.S.  exports  by  country  of  destination 
July-September  1958  and  July-September  1959 


Country  of 
destination 


July-September  1958 


July-September  1959 


Wheat 


Flour  1/ 


Total  Wheat 

 :  


Flour  l/\  Total 


1,000 
bushels 


1,000 
bushels 


1,000  :    1,000  :    1,000  :  1,000 
bushels:  bushels:  bushels:  bushels 


Western  Hemisphere:  : 
British  West  Indies  : 

Central  America   : 

Cuba  : 

Brazil  : 

Colombia  : 

Peru  : 

Venezuela   ..: 

Others  : 

Total  :"  10,826 


4 
131 

1,291 

5,936 
643 

1,318 
413 

1,090 


883 
978 
733 

88 
203 
871 
1,199 


4,955 


805  i 

i       805  i 

i  404 

s  29 

Belgium-Luxembourg  ..: 

2,289 

\               6  ! 

.    2,295  i 

487  ' 

!  3 

278  i 

;       278  ! 

2,919 

:  88 

!      3,007  ! 

i    4,872  ; 

!  151 

944  i 

i       944  i 

>      546  j 

i  2,376 

2,415  i 

s       975  i 

t    3,390  : 

.    1,269  i 

s  660 

614  ' 

;       172  • 

;       786  - 

i       596  s 

;  122 

8,760  : 

!              1  ! 

:    8,761  : 

i    8,543  s 

t  153 

6,251 

(  998 

:    7,249  ! 

!  4,659 

e  284 

6,666 

t  471 

»  7,137 

t  5,479 

t  932 

1,143  :  761 

:    1,904  ■ 

i       919  i 

.  1,463 

Total 


Asia: 

Ceylon  

India  : 

Israel  

Japan  

Jordan   

Korea   

Lebanon   

Philippines  

Pakistan   

Taiwan  (Formosa)  .. 

Turkey   

Others   

Total   


32,140 


Africa   

Oceania   

Unspecified   

World  total  2/ 


269 


4,416 


887 
1,109 
2,024 
5,936 

731 
1,5a 
1,284 
2,289 


15,781 


15 
585 
882 
10,955 
23 
1,625 
2,540 
1,503 


18,128 


494 
866 
427 

173 
27 
128 
1,334 


3,449 


36,556 


27,774 


6,173 


509 
1,451 
1,309 
10,955 

196 
1,652 
2,668 
2,837 


21,577 


433 
490 

5,023 
2,922 
1,929 
718 
8,696 
4,943 
6,411 
2,382 


33,947 


111  ! 

111  : 

—  i 

2,034  : 

2,034 

19,441  i 

7  : 

i  19,448  : 

19,789  s 
2,598  ! 

11  : 

19,800 
2,665 

2,039  1 

2  :    2,041  : 

67  : 

7,521  - 

:       524  1 

.    8,045  : 

6,088  ! 

1       679  : 

6,767 
1,785 

i       101  : 

;       101  : 

1,470  s 
1,988  « 

t       315  : 

3,715  i 
968 

386 

:    4,101  : 

s       441  : 

2,429 

!  52 

:    1,020  : 
:    1,889  : 

405  1 

:    1,120  : 
i       986  : 

1,525 

247 

!  1,642 

149  1 

1,135 

895 

s       895  : 

1,717 
2,663  i 

:       125  : 

1,842 

1,949 

\  18 

:    1,967  : 

i       151  : 

2,814 

910 

1       910  : 

97 

:    1,649  :    1,746  : 

499  i 

:    1,716  : 

2,215 

37,782 

!  4,492 

:  42,274  : 

37,366  s 

1    7,645  : 

45,011 

1,320  :    1,589  :    3,756  :    1,931  :  5,687 
8  :  8  :     —     :  6  :  6 

53  :         53  :  2  :         50  :  52 


81,017  :  15,244  :  96,261  :  87,026  :  19,254  :  106,280 


1/  Wholly  of  U.S.  wheat  (grain  equivalent) 
or  charity. 


2/  Includes  exports  for  relief 


Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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HONG  KONG'S  RICE  IMPORTS  DECLINE 

Hong  Kong's  rice  imports  during  January -August  1959  totaled  i+93  million 
pounds,  8  percent  less  than  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1958.  Imports 
from  all  sources  declined,  with  the  exception  of  Burma  and  South  Vietnam. 

Imports  from  South  Vietnam  during  the  period  rose  sharply  from  6  million 
to  86  million  pounds.    Supplies  from  Burma  also  showed  a  substantial  increase. 
Thailand  continued  to  he  the  main  supplier,  and  South  Vietnam  replaced  Com- 
munist China  as  the  second  largest  source. 

Bangkok  f.o.b.  prices  for  Thai  broken  rice  in  August  dropped  3  cents 
per  100  pounds;  this  was  followed  by  a  decrease  of  9  cents  per  100  pounds  in 
local  market  prices  for  this  grade.    Local  market  prices  for  high-grade  rice 
from  other  sources  dropped  6  cents  per  100  pounds,  while  Chinese  medium-grade 
rice  fell  39  cents  per  100  pounds. 

HONG  KONG:    Rice  imports,  by  country  of  origin,  1957  and  1958, 
January -August  1958  and  1959 


\  January -August 

Country  :    1957    :    1958  :  

:        ;        :  1958  •  1959 


:  1,000    :  1,000    :  1,000    :  1,000 

:  pounds  :  pounds  :  pounds  :  pounds 

•  •  •  • 

Burma    :  3,299:  8,625:  1,282:  37,73^ 

Cambodia  :  72,652:  11^,083:  110,990:  6^,^23 

Communist  China  :  1^2,258:  315,620:  1^2,512:  76,032 

North  Vietnam  :  3^,90^:  27,990:  2^,687:  10,236 

South  Vietnam  :  1,660:  7,880:  5,531:  86,169 

Thailand  :  ^35,0^2:  365,531:  2^8,372:  217,887 

Other  countries  :  330:  1,322:         123:  55 


Total  :  690,11+5:  8^1,051:  533, ^97:  ^92,536 


Source:    Hong  Kong  Trade  Statistics  and  other  trade  sources. 

CUBAN  GOVERNMENT  RECOMMENDS 
LARGER  PEANUT  ACREAGE 

The  Cuban  Government  has  recommended  that  farmers  in  the  Province  of 
Matanza  plant  66,000  acres  of  peanuts  for  the  production  of  vegetable  oil. 
Recommended  as  a  measure  to  conserve  foreign  exchange,  officials  feel  that 
sizable  annual  savings  could  be  made  by  replacing  imports  of  lard  and  other 
animal  fats  with  peanut  oil, 

Cuban  peanut  production  in  1959  is  estimated  at  12,125  short  tons  from 
32,000  acres.    About  60  percent  of  the  1959  crop  will  be  crushed  and  the  rest 
roasted  or  used  in  confections. 
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NORWAY  EXPECTS  TO  INCREASE 
SOYBEAN  IMPORTS  IN  i960 

Norway  expects  to  import  5°>0(X)  metric  tons  (1.8  million  bushels)  of 
soybeans,  mainly  from  the  United  States,  in  i960.    One  importer  has  reported 
that  6,000  tons  (220,000  bushels)  will  come  from  Mainland  China,  as  contracts 
have  been  made  for  shipments  to  start  in  January.    Good  prospects  for  marketing 
soybean  oil  as  well  as  soybean  meal  indicate  that  the  Norwegian  soybean  crush- 
ing industry  will  operate  at  a  higher-volume  level  next  year. 

Soybean  imports  in  .1959  are  expected  to  reach  30,000  to  U0,000  tons  (l.l 
to  1.5  million  bushels).    Imports  during  January -May  (latest  data  available) 
totaled  23, h"J2  tons  (862,000  bushels).    U.S.  exports  to  Norway  during  January- 
September  were  about  1.2  million  bushels. 

BRAZILIAN  CASTOR  PROCESSING  CUT  SHARPLY 
BY  LACK  OF  RAW  MATERIAL 

Castor  bean  processing  plants  in  Brazil  reportedly  have  been  operating 
only  intermittently,  with  monthly  production  down  50  percent  because  of  lack  of 
raw  material. 

One  firm  is  said  to  have  offered  growers  a  price  of  Cr$  10. 50  per  kilogram 
minimum  for  a  12-month  period.    This  is  roughly  Cr$  1.00  above  normal,  and  in- 
dicates an  effort  to  stimulate  an  expansion  in  plantings  and  thus  expand  pro- 
duction from  the  present  curtailed  levels. 

Castor  bean  exports  are  prohibited  in  order  to  keep  the  Brazilian  industry 
supplied  with  raw  material.    The  nominal  quotation  as  of  early  October  was 
U.S.  $123.00  per  metric  ton  ($111.58  per  short  ton)  f.o.b.  Salvador,  Bahia. 
The  crop  had  continued  to  benefit  from  rain  in  the  producing  zones  as  of  early 
in  October. 

CHILE'S  i960  OILSEED  CROPS  TO 
SUPPLY  VEGETABLE  OIL  NEEDS 

Chilean  trade  sources  expect  vegetable  oilseed  production  in  i960  to 
approximate  120,000  short  tons:  83,000  tons  of  sunflower  seed,  33, 000  of 
rapeseed,  and  4,000  of  hempseed. 

When  crushed  and  refined,  this  output  will  satisfy  domestic  vegetable  oil 
needs.    Oilseed  production  has  been  increasing  because  of  the  guaranteed  prices 
(by  the  crushing  industry)  to  farmers. 

Though  sunflower  seed  and  rapeseed  suffered  about  10  percent  loss  from 
storms  in  1959,  total  oilseed  production  reached  9^,000  tons  (sunflower  seed 
69.OOO  tons;  rapeseed  21,000;  and  hempseed  4,000).    Thus  total  vegetable  oil 
import  needs  for  the  Central  Zone  were  only  about  11,000  tons.    Import  needs 
has  been  forecast  earlier  at  around  24,000  tons. 
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CUBA  ADMITS  FLORIDA  FRUITS 
AND  VEGETABLES 


Cuba  has  removed  its  temporary  prohibition  on  imports  of  fruits  and 
vegetables  grown  in  Florida.    This  restriction  was  issued  in  May  1956  be- 
cause of  the  Mediterranean  fruit  fly  infestation  which  has  since  been 
eradicated. 

MEXICAN  GOVERNMENT  ENCOURAGES 
SAFFLOWER  SEED  PLANTINGS 

Officials  of  the  Mexican  Government  recently  initiated  a  campaign 
through  the  radio  and  other  media  to  encourage  farmers  in  the  western  states 
of  Sonora  and  Sinaloa  to  grow  saf flower  seed  as  a  winter  crop. 

The  program  is  based  on  k  general  factors:     (l)  Excellent  results  ob- 
tained from  experimental  plots;  (2)  Mexico's  deficit  of  vegetable  oils  (see 
Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  October  19,  1959);  (3)  a  ready  market  at  good 
prices  for  safflower  seed  (around  $110.00  per  short  ton  at  Mexico,  D.F.); 
and  (k)  the  need  for  crop  diversification  in  this  area. 

With  cotton  acreage  cut  sharply  this  year,  many  farmers  planted  limited 
areas  to  soybeans  and  sesame,  and  excellent  harvests  are  expected.  Since 
wheat  and  cotton— the  important  cash  crops  in  Sonora  and  Sinaloa— are  becoming 
less  dependable  as  money  crops,  the  prospects  for  good  returns  on  oilseeds 
could  change  the  future  agricultural  economy  of  this  region  by  encouraging 
shifts  to  oilseeds  and  crop  diversification  on  a  general  scale. 

ANTARCTIC  WHALE  CATCH  MAY 
BE  LARGE  IN  1959-60 

Reports  from  the  Netherlands  indicate  that  the  1959-60  Antarctic  pelagic 
catch  will  exceed  17,500  blue  whale  units.    This  is  2,500  units  more  than  the 
quota  set  by  the  International  Whaling  Convention  for  both  1958-59  and  1959-60. 
Antarctic  catch  intentions  for  1959-60  and  actual  catches  in  1958-59,  by 
country,  are  as  follows  in  blue  whale  units: 


:  1958-59 

1959-60 

 :  1,601 

 :  1,862 

........:  966 

5,  boo 
5,0to 
3,000 
2,500 

;  1,200 

17,5^0 

Norway  and  the  Netherlands  are  no  longer  members  of  the  International 
Whaling  Convention.    They  withdrew  June  30,  1959,  because  of  failure  to  agree 
on  the  allotment  of  the  catch  quota  by  country.    The  Soviet  Union  agreed  to 
accept  20  percent  of  the  15,000  unit  quota,  but  the  other  k-  countries  have 
not  agreed  on  the  division  of  the  remaining  80  percent. 
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COLOMBIAN  SOYBEAN  AND  SESAME  SEED 
OUTPUT  MAY  SET  RECORDS 

Colombian  soybean  and  sesame  seed  acreages  and  production  are  expected  to 
set  new  records  again  in  i960  because  of  favorable  guaranteed  support  prices 
farmers  received  for  these  crops  in  1959» 

Soybeans  are  a  relatively  new  crop  in  Colombia  and  production  in  i960 
should  reach  600,000  bushels,  more  than  double  the  1958  outturn  and  15  percent 
above  the  record  1959  crop.    Farmers  were  guaranteed  $3«20  per  bushel  (at  the 
current  exchange  rate)  for  the  1959  output--U5  percent  above  the  1958  support 
level.    No  change  is  expected  in  the  i960  support  price,  but  farmers  outside 
the  Cauca  Valley  region- -the  only  area  now  producing  soybeans  in  quantity — are 
becoming  interested  in  soybean  production. 

Sesame  seed  output  in  i960  may  exceed  3^-,  000  short  tons — one -fifth  more 
than  in  1959 — if  an  expected  increase  in  the  support  price  is  forthcoming.  The 
1958  and  1959  crops  were  supported  at  the  equivalent  of  9  cents  per  pound. 

PHILIPPINE  COTTON  CONSUMPTION 
AND  IMPORTS  RISE  SHARPLY 

Philippine  imports  and  consumption  of  cotton  in  1958-59  (August-July)  con- 
tinued the  sharp  uptrend  of  recent  years. 

Consumption  of  95,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  during  1958-59  "was  nearly 
double  the  50,000  bales  used  in  1957-58  in  spite  of  some  curtailment  in  mill 
operations  because  raw  cotton  supplies  were  at  times  inadequate.    The  outlook 
is  for  further  consumption  increases  in  coming  years,  since  mill  production  is 
still  well  below  domestic  requirements.    The  rate  of  increase  will  depend 
largely  on  the  volume  of  raw  cotton  imports. 

On  June  30,  1959,  there  were  20  mills  with  a  total  of  261,750  spindles; 
a  year  earlier,  there  were  only  12  mills  and  l6l,2l6  spindles.    By  the  end  of 
i960,  an  additional  107,660  spindles  are  expected  to  be  in  operation. 

Imports  of  cotton  into  the  Philippines  during  1958-59  rose  to  93,000 
bales — up  60  percent  from  58,000  bales  in  1957-58.    Practically  all  imports  are 
U.  S.  cotton. 

The  Philippine  Republic  has  faced  a  number  of  problems  in  its  efforts  to 
expand  cotton  production  from  the  recent  level  of  about  3,000  bales  per  year. 
Handicaps  include  unfavorable  climatic  factors,  diseases  and  insects,  and 
lack  of  effective  cultural  practices.    Also,  higher  paying  crops  such  as 
tobacco  compete  strongly  for  land  suitable  for  cotton  production. 

End-season  cotton  stocks  on  July  31,  1959,  at  an  estimated  25,000  bales, 
were  the  same  as  beginning  stocks. 


20 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  Vol.  79,  No.  19 


MEXICAN  COPRA  AND  SESAME  CROPS 
DAMAGED  BY  HURRICANE 

The  hurricane  which  hit  the  Mexican  States  of  Colima  and  Jaliso  on 
October  26  reportedly  caused  losses  of  3^300  short  tons  of  sesame  seed 
and  8,800  tons  of  copra. 

The  losses  are  equivalent  to  around  7>000  tons  of  oil  and  will 
further  increase  the  deficit  of  vegetable  oils  caused  by  this  year's 
short  cotton  crop  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  October  19,  1959)* 

U.  S.  EXPORTS  MORE  COTTON 
LINTERS  THIS  SEASON 

U.  S.  exports  of  cotton  linters,  mostly  chemical  qualities,  were 
65,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  during  the  first  2  months  (August- 
September)  of  the  1959-60  season. 

The  shipments  were  nearly  double  the  35,000  bales  exported  in 
the  corresponding  months  a  year  earlier.    Exports  in  September  1959 
were  26,000  bales,  compared  with  38,000  bales  in  August,  and  22,000 
bales  in  September  1958. 

Principal  destinations  of  cotton  linters  exports  from  the  U.  S. 
during  August-September  1959j  with  comparable  1958  figures  in  paren- 
theses, were:    West  Germany  42,000  bales  ( 15,000);  United  Kingdom 
10,000  (6,000);  Japan  7,000  (3,000);  Canada  4,000  (5,000);  and  France 
1,000  (6,000). 

U.  S.  COTTON  EXPORTS 
PICK  UP  IN  SEPTEMBER 

U.  S.  exports  of  cotton  (all  types)  in  September  1959  were 
237,000  bales  of  500  pounds  gross  (230,000  running  bales).    This  was 
more  than  double  August  1959  exports  of  101,000  bales  and  7  percent 
above  the  221,000  bales  exported  in  September  1958. 

Further  substantial  increases  in  U.  S,  cotton  exports  are  in 
prospect  during  the  remainder  of  1959-60,  and  exports  for  this 
season  are  expected  to  total  at  least  5,500,000  running  bales, 
compared  with  2,800,000  in  1958-59.    The  expected  increase  is 
attributable  to  rising  consumption  as  a  result  of  improved  economic 
conditions  and  recovery  from  the  textile  recession  abroad,  restora- 
tion of  depleted  stocks  in  importing  countries,  and  lower  and  more 
stable  cotton  prices. 

Registrations  of  cotton  for  export    under  the  1959-60  payment- 
in-kind  program  totaled  2,982,000  running  bales  as  of  October  30, 
1959. 
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COTTON:    United  States  exports  of  cotton  by  country  of  destination, 
averages  1935-39  and  1950-54,  annual  1957  and  1958, 
August -September  1958  and  1959 


(Bales  of  500  pounds  gross) 


Year  beginning  August  1 


Country  of  destination 

:  Average 

'       1  Q^7 

•        1  QCQ 

:August-September 

:1935-39 

:1950-54 

iyj  / 

:  1958 

:  1959 

J 

:  1,000 

':  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  bales 

:  bales 

:  bales 

:  bales 

:  bales 

:  bales 

:  38 

:  55 

:  15 

:  4 

:  1 

:  121 

:  182 

:  49 

:  8 

:  5 

:  29 

:  26 

:  8 

:  2 

:  1 

:  13 

:  19 

:  13 

:  1 

4 

:  431 

:  367 

:  199 

:  74 

:  24 

:  382 

:  623 

:  103 

:  27 

:  12 

:  379 

:  572 

:  154 

:  28 

:  24 

:  127 

:  113 

:  21 

:  4 

:  3 

:  14 

:  13 

:  1 

:  1/ 

:  1/ 

:  1/ 

:  248 

:  93 

:  45 

:  19 

:  7 

:  24 

:  12 

:  1/ 

:  0 

:  142 

:  217 

:  297 

:  45 

:  0 

:  53 

:  130 

:  35 

:  7 

:  2 

:  42 

:  81 

:  12 

:  2 

:  2 

:  434 

:  709 

:  210 

:  30 

:  22 

:  86 

:  115 

:  151 

:  1/ 

:  0 

8 

18 

3 

:  1/ 

1 

: 

2,306 

3,512 

1,376 

277 

120 

; 

31 

67  i 

40  i 

18  I 

2 

311  ; 

277  : 

89  : 

8  : 

4 

24  : 

35  : 

3  : 

1  : 

1 

30  ; 

69  : 

21  : 

1  : 

0 

19  : 

46  : 

9  : 

2  : 

French  North  Africa  

9  : 

11  : 

12  : 

4  : 

8  : 

138  ; 

125  : 

16  : 

21 

253  : 

114  : 

80  : 

1  : 

19  : 

31  : 

17  : 

3  : 

} 

i  / 

12  : 

18  : 

12  : 

1/  : 

0 

871  : 

1>174  : 

544  : 

62  : 

46 

80  : 

207  : 

227  : 

14  : 

23 

9  : 

59  : 

97  : 

7  : 

2 

85  : 

110  : 

182  : 

15  : 

7 

Union  of  South  Africa  

6  : 

37  : 

15  : 

4  : 

2 

61  : 

54  : 

46  : 

3  : 

5 

Total  500- lb.  bales  

•  4 

4,134  ; 

5,959  ': 

2,895  : 

436  ': 

237 

Total  running  bales  

3,977  ': 

5,717  ; 

2,790  S 

421  ': 

328 

1/  Less  than  500  bales.  2/  Includes  Czechoslovakia  65  and  Norway  17.  3/  If 
included  in  other  countries.    4/  Includes  China  117,  and  French  Indochina~22. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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FRENCH  COTTON  SITUATION 
MORE  FAVORABLE 

France  imported  69,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  of  cotton  in  August, 
the  first  month  of  the  1959-60  season.    This  was  considerably  "below  im- 
ports of  113,000  hales  in  August  1958. 

Conditions  are  favorable,  however,  for  substantially  larger  imports 
during  the  remainder  of  this  season.    Stocks  of  cotton  are  down  sharply, 
consumption  is  increasing,  cotton  prices  are  stable  and  competitive  at 
levels  lower  than  last  season,  and  stocks  of  finished  goods  have  been 
reduced. 

U.S.  cotton  made  up  only  ^,000  bales  of  the  August  1959  imports. 
This  reflects  the  slow  movement  of  cotton  from  the  United  States  during 
the  early  weeks  of  this  season,  which  is  attributed  largely  to  the  fact 
that  1958-crop  cotton  was  not  available  for  sale  until  after  August  1, 
and  to  some  delay  in  the  movement  of  Choice  A  cotton  from  the  1959  U.  S. 
crop.    In  view  of  the  present  competitive  prices  of  U.  S.  cotton  and  the 
substantially  reduced  stocks  of  this  growth,  the  U.  S.  share  of  the  French 
import  market  should  be  much  larger  this  year  than  in  1958-59 • 

During  1958-59,  France  imported  1,087,000  bales  of  cotton.    This  was 
9  percent  below  1957-58  imports  of  1,190,000  bales  and  was  the  lowest 
level  in  8  years.    Despite  heavy  shifts  to  lower-priced  foreign  growths 
in  the  second  half  of  1958-59,  the  United  States  was  still  the  largest 
single  supplier  last  season,  with  26^,000  bales  or  2k  percent  of  total 
imports.    In  1957-58,  imports  from  the  United  States  totaled  33^,000 
bales  or  28  percent.    Other  major  suppliers  in  1958-59  were  the  French 
Colonies,  Syria,  Sudan,  the  U.S.S.R.,  Turkey,  Iran,  Mexico,  Greece, 
Egypt,  and  Peru. 

Cotton  consumption  in  France  has  improved  steadily  in  recent  months. 
Deliveries  of  yarn  and  gray  goods  are  continuing  to  keep  ahead^of  produc- 
tion and  the  volume  of  orders  on  hand  is  increasing.    In  addition  to  a 
stronger  domestic  demand,  exports  of  cotton  yarn  and  fabrics  during  the 
second  quarter  (April -June)  of  1959  rose  to  the  highest  level  in  2^ 
years. 

Consumption  of  1,165, 000  bales  in  1958-59  was  l6  percent  below  the 
record  1,395,000  bales  used  in  1957-58.    U.  S.  cotton  accounted  for 
363  000  bales  or  31  percent  of  total  consumption  last  season--up  13 
percent  from  322,000  bales  or  23  percent  in  1957-58.    The  increase  in 
consumption  of  U.S.  cotton  was  the  result  of  heavy  imports  under  govern- 
ment programs  early  last  season. 

End-season  cotton  stocks  on  July  31,  1959,  were  estimated  at  250,000 
bales— down  26  percent  from  beginning  stocks  of  3^0,000  bales. 
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SWEDEN  TO  ADMIT  POTATOES 
FROM  DOLLAR  AREA 

Effective  November  1,  Sweden  is  permitting  license -free  imports  of 
potatoes  from  the  dollar  area  (except  for  the  period  June  6  to  July  5)  • 
However,  there  is  no  indication  that  Swedish  plant  quarantine  regulations 
have  been  relaxed  to  permit  the  entry  of  potatoes  grown  in  North  America. 

LEBANON'S  1958-59  COTTON  CONSUMPTION 
AND  IMPORTS  DECLINE 

Lebanon's  cotton  consumption  of  approximately  8,000  bales  (500  pounds 
gross)  during  the  1958-59  season  was  about  1,000  bales,  or  11  percent  below 
the  preceding  season. 

Political  disturbances  late  in  1957-58  and  in  the  first  part  of  1958- 
59  adversely  affected  operations  of  the  textile  industry.    However,  con- 
sumption has  picked  up  in  recent  months  as  the  political  situation  has 
improved,  and  should  continue  to  pick  up  in  1959-60.    Also,  recent  in- 
creases in  the  import  duty  on  certain  cotton  goods  may  leave  a  larger 
share  of  the  domestic  demand  to  be  filled  by  local  mills. 

Approximately  9>86o  cotton  spindles  and  1,530  looms  were  reported  in 
operation  during  1958-59*  All  the  spindles  and  about  half  the  looms  were 
in  operation  one  8-hour  shift  per  day,  while  the  remaining  looms  operated 
two  8-hour  shifts  daily. 

Lebanon  imported  16,000  bales  of  cotton  in  1958-59,  a  decline  of  33 
percent  from  the  2^,000  bales  imported  in  1957-58.    Larger  imports  are 
expected  this  season  in  view  of  the  prospective  increase  in  consumption. 

Syria  is  the  largest  source  of  Lebanon's  cotton  imports,  while  most 
of  the  remainder  is  supplied  by  Iraq.    Lebanese  mills  prefer  U.S.  cotton 
because  of  its  superior  spinning  qualities.    However,  price  advantages 
of  cotton  from  Syria,  Iraq,  and  other  neighboring  countries  were  suffi- 
cient in  1958-59  to  reduce  imports  from  the  United  States. 

Quantities  imported  from  principal  sources  in  1958-59,  with  com- 
parable 1957-58  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    Syria  10,000  bales 
(15,000);  Iraq  6,000  (5,000);  and  the  United  States  115  (2,000). 
About  5>000  bales  of  the  1958-59  imports  were  reexported,  mostly 
to  France. 

In  recent  years,  cotton    production  in  Lebanon  has  totaled  around 
1,000  bales  annually.    No  significant  change  is  expected  this  year. 
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SMALLER  HOPS  CROP 
EXPECTED  IN  AUSTRALIA 

While  still  too  early  for  a  firm  estimate  of  Australia's  i960  hops 
crop,  the  trade  expects  no  more  than  an  average  crop  of  3>800,000  pounds 
dry  weight.    There  are  no  indications  of  increased  plantings.  Actual 
production  will  depend  on  growing  conditions  up  to  harvest  time  next 
March -April. 

The  1959  crop  was  an  alltime  record  of  *+,106,000  pounds  from  1,887 
acres,  mainly  because  of  a  bumper  crop  in  Tasmania,  the  principal  produc- 
ing state. 

July  1,  1959,  stocks  were  the  highest  in  recent  years.    The  trade  and 
government  officials  believe  that  supplies  on  hand  will  cover  requirements 
until  the  i960  crop  is  harvested  and  that  practically  none  will  be  imported 
during  1959-60  (July-June).    Imports  in  1958-59  totaled  9^9,000  pounds, 
virtually  all  from  the  United  Kingdom.    A  substantial  portion  of  these 
imports  arrived  early  in  1959*  just  prior  to  harvesting  of  the  crop.  If 
the  i960  crop  is  no  larger  than  average,  imports  of  about  1  million  pounds 
will  be  necessary  in  1960-61. 

Government  policy  is  to  permit  only  enough  imports  to  supplement 
domestic  production.    Australia  was  formerly  an  important  outlet  for  U.S. 
hops.    No  licenses  were  issued  for  imports  from  this  country  for  several 
years  prior  to  1958  because  of  the  government's  policy  to  conserve  dollar 
exchange  for  purchases  of  more  essential  goods.    Imports  since  1958  have 
been  permitted  from  any  currency  area.    However,  repeal  on  January  1,  1958, 
of  a  customs  bylaw  which  had  permitted  duty-free  imports  when  domestic 
supplies  were  inadequate  gave  the  United  Kingdom  a  great  advantage  in 
supplying  the  market. 

The  preferential  rate  to  the  United  Kingdom  is  h\  pence  per  pound, 
compared  with  9  pence  for  New  Zealand  and  12  pence  for  all  other  countries. 
While  imports  now  are  licensed  on  an  all-country  basis,  the  difference  in 
customs  duties  virtually  excludes  all  foreign  suppliers  except  the  United 
Kingdom.    Only  small  quantities  were  imported  from  other  countries  in 
I958-59,  mainly  Yugoslavia  and  West  Germany.    These  were  imported  for 
blending  and  for  special  brews. 

Beer  production  in  fiscal  1958-59  declined  to  220.9  million  imperial 
gallons,  compared  with  226.U  million  gallons  in  1957-58.    Beer  consumption 
also  declined.    The  decline  was  attributed  mainly  to  a  relatively  short 
summer  and  an  increase  in  beer  prices. 

The  quantity  of  hops  used  per  unit  of  beer  produced  has  been  declining 
steadily  during  the  past  20  years  and  now  averages  O.706  pounds  per  im- 
perial barrel  of  36  imperial  gallons  or  0.51^  pounds  per  U.S.  barrel  of 
31.5  U.S.  gallons. 
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HOPS:    Australian  supply  and  distribution,  1957-58  through  1959-60 


Item                            :  1957-58 

• 

I  1958-59 

;  1959-60  1/ 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

• 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

:  3,238 
^,106 

.    3/  9^9 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

:  3,963 
:  3,800 

M  « 

•  | 

0.293 

7.763 

1^,330 
3.963  : 

if,  ^00 
3.363 

•  4 

8.293  : 

7,763 

1/  Estimated.    2/  All  from  the  United  Kingdom  except  136,066  pounds  from 
New  Zealand  and  22, 0W)  pounds  from  Yugoslavia.    3/  All  from  the  United  Kingdom 
except  22,000  pounds  from  Yugoslavia  and  kh-0  pounds  from  West  Germany. 


VENEZUELA  PLANS  TO  IMPORT  SOYBEANS 

Venezuela  plans  to  import  some  soybeans  next  year  to  be  used  by  a  hydro  - 
genation  plant  now  being  built  near  Maracay. 

The  soybeans  will  be  processed  by  a  solvent  extraction  plant  owned  by  the 
largest  feed  manufacturer  in  Venezuela.  The  soybean  oil  will  then  be  hydro  - 
genated  and  the  meal  will  be  used  for  animal  feed,  according  to  an  agreement 
between  the  feed  manufacturer  and  Venezuela's  major  vegetable  shortening 
producer.  At  the  outset,  this  hydrogenated  soybean  oil  will  tend  to  replace 
imports  of  hydrogenated  fats  and  oils.  Later  it  may  also  be  substituted  for 
coconut  oil  expressed  from  imported  copra. 

Government  policy  at  present  is  to  permit  only  sesame  seed  oil  to  be  sold 
as  an  edible  oil.    As  vegetable  fats  and  oils  are  replacing  lard,  and  consump- 
tion is  increasing,  sesame  seed  production  can  be  expected  to  increase.  In 
the  past,  imports  of  sesame  seed,  principally  from  Nigeria  and  the  Sudan,  have 
been  required  to  meet  domestic  demand,  but  increased  production  probably  will 
eliminate  the  need  for  these  imports  within  a  few  years. 

Sesame  seed  production  in  1958-59  was  21,780  short  tons  from  36,395  acres. 
Official  estimates  of  the  1959-60  crop  are  not  available,  but  production  may 
be  down  from  last  year,  as  plantings  in  western  Venezuela  were  delayed  by 
heavy  rains. 

Coconuts  are  the  only  other  major  source  of  vegetable  oils  in  Venezuela 
though  some  cottonseed  oil  and  peanut  oil  are  produced.    Copra  production  in 
1958-59  was  estimated  at  9,300  tons.    Little  change  is  expected  in  1959-60 
output.    Copra  imports,  largely  from  the  Philippines,  totaled  31,627  and 
M-6,1^7  tons,  respectively,  in  calendar  I957  and  I958. 
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COMMUNIST  CHINA  RAISES  PURCHASE 
PRICES  ON  SOYBEANS  AND  PEANUTS 

The  Communist  Chinese  Government  recently  increased  state  purchasing 
prices  for  several  commodities,  including  soybeans  and  peanuts  (others 
were  sugarcane,  sugar  beets,  and  cattle). 

Soybean  prices  were  increased  by  7-5  percent  and  peanuts  by  12  per- 
cent.   The  higher  prices,  effective  October  10,  are  applicable  only  in 
selected  areas.    In  the  case  of  soybeans,  this  includes  18  of  the  25 
provinces  and,  for  peanuts,  13  of  the  provinces.    The  higher  purchase 
prices  are  admittedly  designed  to  encourage  production  of  items  in  short 
supply.    Also,  they  probably  are  intended  to  draw  peanuts  and  soybeans 
away  from  direct  use  as  food  and  into  processing  plants. 

State  selling  prices  also  were  raised--on  soybeans,  soybean  oil, 
peanuts,  and  peanut  oil,  as  well  as  on  beef.    However,  it  is  claimed  that 
the  higher  retail  prices  on  soybean  and  peanut  oils  have  been  partially 
offset  by  reduced  taxes  on  these  commodities. 

YUGOSLAV  WALNUT  CROP  LARGER 

The  1959  commercial  walnut  pack  in  Yugoslavia  is  estimated  at  5,000 
short  tons,  unshelled,  compared  with  l+,500  tons  in  1958  and  the  1952-56 
average  of  4,300  tons.    The  total  1959  walnut  crop  has  been  forecast  at 
1+6,500  short  tons  by  the  Yugoslav  Government.    The  total  1958  crop  is 
estimated  at  39,600  tons. 

Exports  in  1958-59  amounted  to  2,250  tons,  unshelled  equivalent. 
Austria  took  virtually  all  of  the  shelled  exports,  while  Poland,  East 
Germany,  and  Czechoslovakia  took  nearly  all  of  the  unshelled  exports. 
Exports  in  1957-58  amounted  to  only  1,300  tons. 

Shelled  walnuts  of  the  1959  crop  (60  percent  halves  and  1+0  percent 
quarters)  have  been  offered  at  1+2  to  1+3  cents  per  pound,  f.o.b.  Yugoslav 
border. 

WEST  GERMANY  SEEKS 
MORE  CANNED  VEGETABLES 

West  Germany  has  announced  another  import  tender  for  canned  vegetables 
from  all  countries.    Commodities  covered  are  pickled  cucumbers  and  other 
pickled  vegetables;  peas,  carrots,  and  spinach  in  containers  of  more  than 
5  kilos  (11  pounds);  and  peas,  spinach,  carrots,  and  mixed  vegetables  in 
containers  of  less  than  5  kilos.    Snap  beans,  covered  by  a  separate  tender, 
are  specifically  excluded. 

Applications  for  import  licenses  will  be  accepted  starting  November  9 
and  the  customs  clearance  deadline  is  April  30,  i960.    The  value  limit  of 
this  tender  has  not  been  announced. 
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MEXICO  TO  IMPORT  1+50,000  BAGS 
OF  BEANS  IN  i960 

Mexican  officials  are  forecasting  i960  bean  imports  at  approximately 
1+50,000  bags  in  view  of  the  rising  trend  in  consumpt ion- -estimated  at  3  percent 
a  year  ( see  Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FDP  9-59) • 

Carry-in  bean  stocks  from  the  1958  crop  were  estimated  at  660,000  bags, 
and  the  1959  crop  is  at  an  alltime  record  of  10,250,000  bags  (9,700,000  bags 
last  year) .    However,  i960  bean  consumption  is  expected  to  reach  nearly  11 
million  bags;  imports  of  ^50,000  bags  will  therefore  be  necessary  to  meet 
consumption  needs  and  provide  a  reasonable  carryover. 

NEW  PUBLICATIONS  RELATING  TO  U.  S.  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  TRADE 
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